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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


MINERAL RESOURCES IN FRENCH VEST AFRICA 


MINING m UPPER VOLTA -- Dakar, Pans -Dakar , b Sep 52 
Potential Resources 


A complete study of the mining potential of Upper Volta has not yet been 
made, but preliminary steps to that end have been and are still being taken. 

In July 1952, the Service des Mines (Mine Service) was established. At present, 
two geologist.? of the 1'irection Federal* des Mines et de la Ceologie ^Federal 
Directorate of Mines and Geology) of French West Africa are preparing a geo- 
logical map of Upper Volta. Mining explorations thus far huve been fragmentary 
and superficial . However, it is known that from the standpoint of geological 
structure. Upper Volta is similar to neighboring regions (including the Gold 
Coast), where more complete explorat Lons have yielded good results. Thus, It 
may be assumed inat similar results can he obtained in Upper Volta as well. 

Pre sent Discove r ter, an d Ac r i vit. y 

An important manganese deposit is .located near Tier* (or Kiere), north- 
west of Hounde, a few kilometers from the Bobo Piou las so- Ouagadougou road. 

It is approximately or. an east -went axis and consists of three rills oO meters 
high and totaling 3^0 meters in i origin. The minimum ore reserves of this 
deposit have been es t lmMtr-ri at. V0G,0C.v ton;:-. The manganese content is 50 per- 
Cv'it j ri the eastern hill and betvecr: 25 and 50 percent in the other tvs hills. 

/According to an urticle published xn the 2u November 1952 issue of 
La Cote d'Ivoire. Abidjan biweekly newspaper, the Tiere* manganese deposit can 
be "profit ab 1 y exploited at an annual production rate of 20. 000 tons. This 
&•*"'* source also reported that, asrording to the Regie des therm ns de Fer 
(Railroad Administration) of F-cn ch Wett Africa, it would cont_2,500 francs 
per ton to transport the marketable ore frem Tie.ro to Abidjan^/ 

Manganese is known to exist also iti the Founy ar-:a, north of Batie. 

Gold prospecting is being carried on by the Soeiete Marocaine des Mines 
et Pr adults Chiniques (Moroccan Mining and Chemical Products Company) at 
Fo\:ra, a small village located 45 kilometers from Boromo. Preparations for 
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actual mining operations are being made at a rapid pace . Mining is scheduled to 
begin at the end of 1953 * Ore with as much as ho grams of sold per ton has been 
reported - 

The natives have mined gold for about 20 years in the area near Bagassi, a 
village located 50 kilometers vest of Boromo. A thorough study of this deposit 
is desirable . 

As for diamonds, the administration has never undertaken prospecting in 
Upper Volta- However, at present, tvo private companies have prospecting teams 
looking for diamonds in the southern section of the territory- 

Copper is found at Gongoudy. about 20 kilometers east of Gaoua, where a 
email deposit has been worked by a European concern for about IS years - 

Fozzuolana has been found in the eastern portion of Upp^r Volta. If it 
can be obtained in comparatively large amounts, it will be of tremendous 
importance to the territory's economy, because at present. Imported cement 
sells for 16,000 francs per; ton at Bobo Dioulasso and 22,000 at Ouagadougou, 

Graphite has been reported in the Tenkodogo Circle, near the Upper Volta- 
Gold Coast border 

The Bureau Mtnier de la France d'Outr^-Mer (Bureau of Mines of Overseas 
France) is awaiting the issuance of an exploration permit by the government 
of French West. Africa covering approximately the area delimited by Leo, 

Boromo, Diebougou, Kanipti, BatJe, ami the Upper Volta -Gold Coast border. 


MANGANESE IN FRENCH SUDAN. TVQRY COAST FRENCH GUINEA -- Abidjan, La Cote d'Ivoire, 
2 6 Nov f-2 

Important outcrops of manganese -bear ing quartzites have been reported in the 
Ansongo region of the French Sudan Several surveys, one of which is still under 
way, have revealed the fact that the ore reserves of this deposit amount to be- 
tween 5 million and 8 million tons. Laboratory analyses made thus far show that 
marketable ore can be obtained from this deposit either directly or with a simple 
enrichment process. 

Further exploration in depth is necessary, however, to determine the exact 
extent of the deposit, lo this end, negotiations are currently under way with 
a view to forming a pro^p-cting. company which would include the US Steel Corpora- 
tion, the Bureau Minier de ■ >» France d ' Outre -Me r , and t tie Sooiete Mokta el-Hadid 
(Mokta el -Had Id Company' it is b-lie-c-a that the necessary exploration opera- 
tions would be carried out during the period 1953 - 195“' at an estimated cost 
of 100 million CPA francs and thar full-sealf- mining would begin in 195S. 

The major problem involved in working the Ansongo deposit wouLd be the 
removal of the marketable • > .re from the mining area to the sea The following 
three routes are under consideration. 

1. The Niger Fiver, from Ansongo to Kouroussa, French Guinea; and the 
Kanican - Conakry r&ilroaa, from Konroujsa to Conakry, French Guinea. 

Use of this rout*:- would n*r *eaitate carrying out the Niandan dam and 
Bamako branch canal pr -.»,)•* c n *3 on the Niger Piver Moreover, the cost of trans- 
port leg r n«* ore voulu come- to about 10,000 francs per ton, as compared with 
its FOB value of 3,000 francs tor ton Use of litis route, therefore, is 
inadvisable 
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costs . 


Us0 ° f thlr> route voold r*tquir« large investments and high transportation 


Many indications c: tfc* presence of manganese have also been found in the 
Ivory Coast , as veil as a fev in nhe forest region of French Guinea 

BAUXITE rasamess !K FriSf JOB VEST AFRICA - Abidjan, u Cot* .1 ‘ T voire, 12 Kov 52 

pa-r l- Fr^'n^h On^r-r p'".'-" i * Iceh french West Africa are located for the most 
lav arrVr.t : on h >-eV ’ lVcry - oaat > ' ini * h “ Ftenrh Sudan. Thus far, particu- 
f-veiv lar^ vl* ' * rWf * a ! h " nation and expi o: t ar.ion of the* eoopara- 

t-^iy larg- bauxite deposit, of French Guinea. v;uch arc as follows 

du i /.Jr' .J h ; , , Loc , ® Und f deposits, currently worse* by the Society des Bauxites 
'•'Oijt.neTn Bauxite t capany •, ha-, an annual rate of output of between 

With 'in™ a-id! floral'' 5 Vh f 0U ? F ‘ lt Car ‘ f " ls: - ly d net eased to h 50, 000 tons 

-i-tle a it 1 1. lonal ri.nitul. ■.'.utiay for an exjansion of facilities fo- stockinc 

tion°of-th R T rW6 ° f Emoted at 10 million tons. E^SS 

‘ion Of ;»! b “ U f * r" s,our ' ; - TMmra island is not foresee n before the comple- 

ar e. -u-f“-L.nr C ro ! ’r, -H y "r J, ‘ v ! c R ffi ‘ ; nt Plan, since the reserves on Kate a island 
ar_ to -c.-d probating plant for about 10 y*ars. 

r _ . 2 _ ^ K ' ? d0j J a:,it 01 ‘ lh - ^oc.i-.Ue dee Bauxite.-: du Mien believed to con- 

6o ml 1] ion *t . 0l < . t? ^ ,lOrat r i0!14, c&r| ' ,vd ou ~ 1,0 da * r ' t«t-wven ?0 million and 

p ro ~ c un „'°‘r w-xitu, Witr. an aluminum ront-nt of approximately S? percent. 

Prospecting 11 continue a: r.i„ pr^ent rate .expenditure or 20 million CFA 

-an U b« mndTh -V iT-naratioriB for actual eyploi tut ion of the deposit 

v. b.. made ort-t-cn an.: !‘V •' !. t i& estimated that, the future Bofce mines 

UUV ‘- tens of cry bHux.it,., vaich vmbf£L 
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MAURETANIA COPPER DEPOSIT TO BE EXPLOITED -- Marseille, L'Aotenne, 2b Nov 52 

On 1 July 1950. on the basis of deliberations made by the Grand Council of 
French West Africa and the General Council of Mauritania, the Syndicat de l'Inchiri 
(Inchiri Syndicate) was organized to survey and eventually exploit the copper re- 
sources discovered in the Akjoujt region of Mauritania, The syndicate's expendi- 
tures are covered by the following organizations administration * Mauritania, 

25 percent; government of French West Africa, 25 percent; and Bureau Minier de la 
France d ’Outre-Mer, 50 percent. Its initial capital of 75 million CFA francs 
was increased to 200 million to speed up its work. 

Thus far, the syndicate has made 2h drillings totaling 2,714 meters and has 
completed a 100-meter section of a shaft which vas begun in June 1952. 

Present estimates place the Akjoujt copper (in metal form) reserves at 
600,000 tons. 
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